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ST. ANDREWS AIRPORT - BACKGROUND

History

St. Andrews Airport was developed in the early 1960s as a Satellite Airport to the Winnipeg
International Airport. Its role was to serve as the Winnipeg area base for light aircraft, whose
movement speeds and activities, such as air taxi charter, pilot training and recreational flying
were not considered compatible at the Winnipeg International Airport with increasing traffic
volumes of larger and faster aircraft flown by the airlines and the military. The airport has
continued to fulfill this role.

In 1962, construction on St. Andrews Airport began with two runways (18-36 and 12-30).
Each of the runways was 2,500 by 500 feet (762 by 152 meters), At that time, the runways
and the connecting taxiways were simply graded and seeded to grass. The Airport facility
officially opened in 1964, Because the sod runways had to be closed every spring and also
after a heavy rain, construction began in 1968 to provide two hard surfaced all-weather
runways. An industrial area on the airport was reserved for building lots 100 by 250 feet (30
by 76 meters). In 1970, a third runway was constructed (04-22), mainly for student pilot
instruction in crosswind operations.

To accommodate increasing traffic, a runway parallel to 18-36, 3000 by 75 feet (914 x 23
meters) was built in 1978 with a connecting taxiway and three holding bays at the 18, 36 and
04 ends of the runways. In 1983, the infield taxiways were built, and in 1988, runways and
taxiways were resurfaced.

A temporary tower was originally built in May 1967 and work began the following year to
provide a permanent tower which was completed in 1969. Visual contact with the new 18-36
runway required a new control tower which was subsequently built in 1981. St. Andrews
Airport continues to be the only airport other than Winnipeg International, with a NAV
CANADA air traffic control tower in Manitoba.

The pressure from Transport Canada to move flight training entirely out of Winnipeg
International Airport continued into the 1970s. Thus in the fall of 1976, the Winnipeg Flying
Club, which had been in operation at Stevenson Field (Winnipeg International) since 1927
closed its operation in Winnipeg in anticipation of continued operations at the newly created
St. Andrews Airport. Due to the relocation, the flight training movements at St. Andrews
Airport increased to such a degree that it became the 5" busiest airport in Canada in the
1970s. Following the club’s move to St. Andrews, a Ministerial Directive was passed in 1977
prohibiting flight training at the six major international airports having Satellites across
Canada, including Winnipeg.
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